


BOUND BY SOUND

SOUND SHAPED FOR PERFECTION

As well as the Tweeter-on-Top technology, the new 90 series sound
system includes one of Bowers & Wilkins most well-known innovations
- Kevlar® speaker cones. Made from the same material used in body
armour, Kevlar® speaker cones are particularly effective in cars as they
feature unique break-up characteristics that help prevent distortion
and improve off-axis performance, i.e. sound that doesn't travel directly
from the speaker to the listener’'s ear. As well as the conical Kevlar, the
system also features spiralling diffusion channels that reduce echoes
to a minimum. These spiralling channels were inspired by another of
Bowers & Wilkins legendary innovations, the Nautilus speaker. Based
on a brief given by John Bowers to his engineers just before his death,
the Nautilus speaker was the iconic result of a five-year research and
development project whose aim was to create a loudspeaker that was as
close to perfection as possible - regardless of cost. Twenty years later,
there is still nothing that looks or sounds like the Nautilus.

Another element of the speakers’ design that helps contribute to
the crystal clear sound is the high-quality stainless steel speaker
mesh. As well as being extremely stylish, the solid properties of
the stainless steel help reduce vibrations and interference, while
the holes in the mesh are precision etched to help deliver just the

right levels of acoustic transparency. This is achieved by placing the
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largest holes at the centre of the cone and allowing them to get
gradually smaller as they move outwards.

As a final touch, and to ensure that the distinctive ‘true sound’ of Bowers
& Wilkins is in place, each car's audio system is calibrated by the same
engineers who calibrate the Bowers & Wilkins home speaker systems.
Once the system has been calibrated and the sound given the thumbs
up, then it's time to roll - or rock depending on your musical preference.

FIFTY YEARS AT THE FOREFRONT

After fifty years of uncompromising audio innovation, Bowers & Wilkins
are still following their own unique path and staying true to John Bower's
sound set of principles. It's this dedication to developing groundbreaking
new technologies combined with a complete disregard for fashion or
current trends that has enabled the company to remain at the forefront of
audio exploration for as long as it has.

With their desire for innovation, appreciation of genuine crafts-
manship and unwavering belief that form should follow function, Bowers
& Wilkins fit perfectly with Volvo Cars’ Scandinavian design philosophy.
Not only that, they embody the same adventurous spirit. Volvo Cars and
Bowers & Wilkins. Two pioneers bound by sound. ®

HOW BOWERS AND WILKINS CREATE TRUE SOUND IN A VOLVO.

Seamlessly integrated into the cabin architecture, every speaker in the 19-speaker Bowers & Wilkins' sound system has been

positioned for optimum acoustics and tuned by expert ears to produce the most realistic and immersive sound possible.

1 x 25 MM NAUTILUS ALUMINIUM DOME TWEETER
FEATURING TWEETER-ON-TOP TECHNOLOGY

e 6 x 25 MM NAUTILUS ALUMINIUM DOME TWEETER

° 3X 100 MM KEVLAR® CONE MIDRANGE

° 4 X80 MM KEVLAR® CONE MIDRANGE
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e 4 x 170 MM LONG-THROW ‘TECHNORA' WOOFER

1 x 250 MM FRESH-AIR SUBWOOFER WITH
CARBON FIBRE CONE

° 1 x 1400W, 12 CHANNEL, CLASS D AMPLIFIER
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